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This alternation of swamp and dense forest 
ends completely on arriving at the River 
Congo, and a total change to the compara- 
tively arid country of Angola takes place ; in 
fact, at about 18° S. Lat. it becomes almost a 
perfectly arid, rocky, and sandy desert. 

I may say that, without exception, from 
the River Congo to Mossamedes no dense 
forest is seen from the sea, and from thence 
not a single tree, it is said, for hundreds of 
miles to the Orange River. A little mangrove, 
lining the insignificant rivers and low places 
in their vicinity, is all that varies the open 
scrub, of which the giant Adansonias and Eu- 
phorbias have taken, as it were, exclusive 
possession. Nowhere on the coast is seen 
more than an indication of the wonderful 
vegetation, or varied beauty and fertility, 
which generally begins at a distance of from 
thirty to sixty miles inland. 

At this distance, a ridge or hilly range runs 
along the whole length of Angola, forming 
the first elevation; a second elevation suc- 
ceeds it at about an equal distance; and a 
third, at perhaps twice the distance again, 
lands us on the central high plateau of Africa. 

A sketch of the vegetation of the country 
traversed by the road from Ambriz to Bembe, 
where is situated the wonderful deposit of 
malachite,—a distance of about 120 miles 
EK. N. E.—will give an idea of the general 
character of the change observed in travelling 
towards the interior of Angola. For about 
twenty-five miles from Ambriz the vegetation 
is principally composed of enormous Baobabs, 
Euphorbias, a tall Agave (or aloe), a tree 
called ‘ Muxixe’ by the natives, bearing curi- 
ous seed-pods (Sterculia tomentosa), afew small 
slender creepers, great abundance of the San- 
seviera Angolensis in the thickets of prickly 
bushes, and coarse short tufty grasses,—the 
branching grass being only found near the 
coast for a few miles. The country is pretty 
level, dry, and stony, of weathered large- 
grained gneiss. At Matuta the scene suddenly 
and magically changes, and in so striking a 
manner as to impress even the most unobser- 
vant traveller. The Baobabs become much 
fewer in number, the Ayaves, the Sanseviera, 
the Euphorbias, suddenly and almost com- 
pletely disappear, as also do most of the prick- 
ly shrubs, the fine trailing and creeping plants, 
the Muxixe, and several other trees, and a 
number of smaller plants. A new set of larger 
shadier trees and shrubs take their place, the 
grass becomes tall and broad-leaved, and one 
seems to be travelling in an entirely new 
country. 

This character is preserved for another 
stretch of road till Quiballa is reached, about 
sixty miles from the coast, where the rise in |to the interior ; the oil-palm (Hla@is Guineensis) 
level is more marked ; and again the vegeta-|then becomes again abundant, these trees 
tain-tops, the country is covered by the most tion changes, almost as remarkably as at being only found on the coast in any number 
luxuriant forest vegetation, in one expanse of Matuta, where, however, the difference in alti- in the vicinity of the rivers ; the beautiful 
the deepest unvarying green, the combined tude is not so sudden, but a gradual rise is| feathery papyrus also again covers the lagoons. 
result of excessive moisture and the tropical |"0ticed all the way from Ambriz. Creepers|and wet places. 
sun of an almost uninterrupted summer. of all kinds, attaining a gigantic size, here 


almost monopolize the vegetation, clasping 
round the biggest trees, and covering them 
with a mass of foliage and flower, and form- 
ing most exquisite festoons and curtains as 
they web, as it were, one tree to another in 
their embrace. No words can describe the 
luxuriance of these tree creepers, particularly 
in the vicinity of the shallow rivers and rivo- 
lets of the interior. Several trees together, 
covered from top to bottom with a rich man- 
tle of the India-rubber creeper (Landolphia 
florida ?), with bright, large dark-green leaves 
somewhat resembling those of the magnolia, 
thickly studded with large bunches of purest 
white jasmine-like flowers, loading the air for 
a considerable distance with its powerful 
bitter-almond perfume, and attracting a cload 
of buzzing insects, form altogether a sight not 
easily forgotten. Once at Bembe I saw a per- 
fect wall or curtain formed by a most delicate 
creeper, hung from top to bottom with bottle- 
brush-like flowers about three inches long ;— 
but the grandest view presented to my eyes 
was in the Pungo Andongo range, where the 
bottom of a narrow valley, for quite half a 
mile in length, was filled, as they all are in 
the interior, by a dense forest of high trees; 
the creepers, in search of light, had pierced 
through and spread on the top, where their 
stems and leaves had become woven and mat- 
ted into a thick carpet on which their flowers 
were produced in such profasion that hardly 
a leaf was visible, but only one long sea of 
beautiful purple, like a glacier of color—filling 
the valley and set in the frame of green of 
the luxuriant grass-covered hill sides. The 
very blacks that accompanied me, so little 
impressed as they are usually by the beauties 
of nature, beat their open mouths with the 
palm of the hand as they uttered short ‘ Ah! 
ah! ahs!’ their universal mode of expressing 
astonishment or delight, so wonderful, even 
to them, appeared the magnificent mass of 
color below us as it suddenly came in view 
when we arrived at the head of the valley, 
down one side of which we descended to the 
plain below. 

I have seen the surface of a large pool of 
water thickly covered with a layer of purple 
pea-shaped flowers, fallen from the large Wis- 
taria-like bunches of blossom of a creeper 
overgrowing a mass of trees standing at the 
edge: it seemed as if Nature, loth that so 
much beauty should fade quickly, had kept 
for some time longer the fallen flowers fresh 
and lovely on the cool still water of the shady 
lake. This abundance of creeping plants is 
more or less preserved till at about sixty miles 
farther inland we arrive at Bembe and the 
comparatively level country stretching away 
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For “The Friend.” 
Angola and the River Congo. 


The author of this book, published last 
year by Macmillan & Co., of London, resided 
for several years in the country of which he 
speaks. Some of his descriptions of the physi- 
cal character of that section of Africa, of the 
productions of the soil, and the peculiar cus- 
toms of the inhabitants, are interesting. He 
says: 

x The character of the Angolan landscape 
is entirely different from that of the West 
Coast proper; say from Cape Verde to the 
Gaboon and the River Congo. Along that 
great length of coast are hundreds of square 
miles of brackish and salt water lagoons and 
swamps, level with the sea, and often only 
separated from it by a narrow mangrove- 
fringed beach. The bottom of these lagoons 
is generally a soft deep black fetid mud, and a 
stick plunged into it comes up thickly covered 
with a mass nearly approaching in appear- 
ance to paste blacking. In the dry season 
great expanses of the bottom of these swamps 
become partially dry, and fermenting in the 
hot tropical sun cause a horrible stench, from 
the decayed millions of small fish, crabs, &c., 
left exposed on the surface. The number of 
fish and some of the lower forms of life in- 
habiting the mud and water of the lagoons is 
almost incredible. If one keeps quite still 
for a few minutes, the slimy ground becomes 
perfectly alive and hissing from the legions 
of small brightly colored land crabs that issue 
simultaneously from thousands of round holes, 
from the size of a quill to about an inch and 
a-half in diameter. 

It is in these gigantic hotbeds of decompo- 
sition that the deadly types of African fever 
are, I believe, mostly generated; and these 
pest waters and mud, when swept into the 
rivers by the floods in the rainy season, are 
carried far and wide, with what effect to hu- 
man life on that coast it is needless to men- 
tion. 

On those parts of the West Coast where 
level swampy ground is not the rule, a most 
agreeable change is seen in the character of 
the landscape, although, perhaps, the climate 
is just as unhealthy. Drenched constantly 
by pelting thunderstorms, and drizzling mists 
that roll down from the high lands and moun- 



















































































































(To be continued.) 
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For “The Friend.” | And what do they minister from but the|words. Yea, the ministry of the Spirit and 
Short Sketches of some of our early Friends ; in Which | literal part of the Scriptures, which killeth, |life is more close and immediate when with- 
may be traced the Origin of some of our Testimonies,| and cannot give life. And what do they min-|out words, than when with words, as has been 


= ee 


with their reasons for maintaining them. ister with, but their own understanding part ;|often felt, ‘and is faithfully testified by many 
(Continued from page 226.) what meanings they can invent, what deduc-| witnesses. Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 


In the year 1670 Isaac Penington was im- 
prisoned in Aylesbury jail, w here he had gone 
to visit some of his friends, he thereby became 
a fellow-sufferer with those whom, being suf- 
ferers for the truth, he came to visit. Here 
he was kept a prisoner for nearly two years. 
His death took place in the year 1679, in the 
63d year of his age. 

It was during his various imprisonments 
that many of his valuable works were written, 
as well as the tender and affectionate letters 
of comfort, encouragement and advice ; which 
are so refreshing to the spiritual-minded of 
the present day. The following, upou the 
ministry, are extracted from his works: 

“The true ministry was a ministry made 
and appointed by the Spirit, by the gift of 
the Spirit bestowed on them, [on men] and 
by the Spirit sending of them, [men] and ap- 
pointing them [men] to their work. Christ 
bid his apostles and disciples wait at Jerusa- 
lem for the promise of the Spirit, and when 
he had given them the Spirit, he gave them 
to the church for the work of the ministry. 
Eph. iv. 11, 12. Acts xx. 28. And if none can 
be a member of the trae church but by being 
begotten out of death into life by the Spirit, 
surely none can be able to minister to him 
who is so begotten, but by the same Spirit. 
So these receiving their ministry of the Lord 
Jesus, Acts xx. 24, and the gift of the ministry 
from him, they were made able ministers of 
the New Testament, not of the letter, but of 
the Spirit. 2 Cor. iii.6. They were able in 
God to minister from his Spirit to the spirit 
of his people; and they did not minister a 
literal knowledge of things to that spiritual 
understanding w which was given them of God. 
Neither did they make use of their own wis- 
dom and art to tickle the natural ear; but 
spoke to the conscience, with the demonstra- 
tion of the Spirit in the sight of God, as it 
pleased the Spirit to give them utterance. 

“ But how have ministers been made in the 
apostasy? By orders from men, set up in 
their own wills, after their own inventions. 
And how have they been qualified, but by 
human arts and languages, which have been 
of high esteem in that which men call the 
church, since the language and skill of the 
Spirit of God have been lost. God, who chose 
in his own church, doth not choose here who 
shall be his ministers; but any man can ap 
point his son to be a minister, if he will but 
educate him in learning, and send him to the 
university, and so bring him in that way of 
order wherein men make ministers, and then 
he is able to minister unto man the things of 
man, according to human skill, and this, in 
the dark night of apostasy, must go for a true 
call to the ministry of God. Indeed, they are 
as true ministers as the church is to which 
they minister ; but they never were, nor ever 
can be, thus made ministers of the church of 
God ; but as God alone can form and build his 
church, so he alone can fit and appoint the 
ministers thereof. 

“A ministry of Christ, a ministry set up by 
his Spirit, is precious; but a ministry made 
by man, according to his will, and minister- 
ing in his wisdom, the soul of the Lord beareth 
as a burden, and is pressed with it; and as he 
raiseth up his own life, will ease himself of it. 


tions their wisdom can draw from the Scrip-|neither hath entered into the heart of man, 
tures ; but do not see the true meaning in the|how and what things God reveals to his chil. 
infallible and unerring light; and what do|dren by his Spirit, when they wait upon him 
they minister to, but the understanding part|in his pure fear, and worship and converse 
in you? Whereas there is somewhat else to| with him in spirit; for then the fountain of 
be ministered to by the true minister. And|the great deep is unsealed, and the everlast- 
what do they minister to you, but food for the|ing springs surely give up the pure and living 
understanding; food for the serpentine wis-| water. 
dom, which alw ays fed upon knowledge, but| “Find this power of the endless life, find a 
never upon the true bread. And hereby an-| people anywhere gathered by this power, and 
other thing is fed in you, and not your souls;|in this power; there is the church, there is 
but they are kept in leanness and barrenness, the living body, there is Christ the head, 
under death and the bondage of corruption, whose dominion and strength is over all, 
(which Paul cried out upon as a wretched |against whom the gates of hell cannot prevail. 
state, and could find no ease, rest, or freedom| “And so for the ministers of this church. 
from condemnation there), and without the|The same thing that gives to know the church 
true life and redemption. I do not deny but|gives to know “the ministers thereof, for they 
ye may meet there with some kind of warmth |are also of God, called by him, receiving power 
in the affectionate part, which may be heated] from him, and abiding and ministering in that 
by a fire and spark of man’s kindling and| power. So that there are three things re- 
blowing up; and this may go for life with|quisite to a true ministry, without which 
you now; but in the presence of the truth,|they cannot be right, or execute their office 
where the eye is open, it vanisheth ; yea, the| rightly. 
Spirit of the Lord hath so blown uponit, that) “1. They must be called by God. The 
it is even withered in the sight of a more in-|ministry under the law, this was their war- 
ferior eye in many people. rant, they were called and appointed of God 
‘The doctrine concerning Christ is the|thereunto. Christ himself took not the honor 
same that it was, the very same that the apos-jto himself, but he was called of God to this 
tles preached. Neither is there any need of|priesthood, as Aaron to his. So the apostles 
confirming it now; for itis generally believed|and ministers, in the first publication of the 
among professors of all sorts ; as Christ’s birth,| gospel, were called and appointed by God. 
preaching, living holily, dying (offering him-| “2. They must receive ability and power 
self up as a sacrifice for sin), rising, ascend-|from God. The elders that were to help 
ing, sitting at the right-hand of the Father, | Moses were to receive of his spirit. 
&e., who doubts these things? But under all! “The apostles themselves, who had been 
this knowledge men hide their sins, their lusts}taught by Christ, who knew his conversation 
and corruptions, serving not the Lord, (not|and doctrine, who were eye-witnesses of what 
truly fearing, believing in, and obeying him,)|they were to publish, and had received an au- 
but his enemies, and are become corrupt like|thority and commission from him, yet were 
unto the heathen ; being in words Christians,|not to go forth merely upon this call and com. 
but as to the holy conversation and power of|mission, but to wait for power from on high ; 
the endless life, as far from it as the very|and when they had received the Spirit and 
heathen. Therefore hath the Lord visited the| power, then they were made able ministers 
world in this state, and sent forth what hejof the New Testament, not of the letter, but 
judged meet for it in this state: to wit, not alof the Spirit and power. 
ministry to preach over that doctrine, under} “3. They must abide in the power, keep 
which the Christian world had corrupted|in the power, feel the motion, virtue, and as- 
themselves; but to point to the principle of|sistance of the power, in all their work and 
life; wherein is the light and power to dis-|service. They must neither pull down, nor 
cover, lead from, and wash away this corrup-| build up, nor watch over, or oversee the flock 
tion. And with this ministry there goeth alin their own wisdom, in their own spirit, in 
power to reach the heart and raise the wit-|their own wills; but in the anointing, in the 
ness, in all that hear in fear, and in the sense|light and guidance of the Lord. 
and dread of God; so that the witness pre-| “It was no small matter to be a minister 
sently answers, and the mind is inwardly|under the law. It was easy to err, and min- 
satisfied, knows the thing, and turns to it. ister amiss then. It was easy erring from the 
‘God is to be worshipped in spirit, in his|letter, unless great care and circumspection 
own power and life, and this is at his own dis-) were used to keep strictly to it. Butitisa 
posal. His church is a gathering in the Spirit.;much more weighty thing to minister under 
If any man speak there, he must speak as the|the gospel, to receive the power, to minister 
oracle of God, as the vessel out of which God|in the power. And this is precious, and 
speaks ; as the trumpet of which he gives the|(without controversy) of God, wherever it is 
sound. Therefore there is to be a waiting in| found. 
silence till the Spirit of the Lord move to| “ And he that would know the true church, 
speak, and also give words to speak. For ajor be of it, and hear the voice of God in his 
man is not to speak his own words, or in his|true ministry, must first take up the cross to 
own wisdom or time; but the Spirit’s words,|that part in him which is not of God, and 
in the Spirit’s wisdom and time, which is|receive from God the eye which sces, and the 
when he moves and gives to speak. And see-|ear which hears. 
ing the Spirit inwardly nourisheth, when he} ‘The gospel is free; the grace and mercy 
giveth not to speak words, the inward sense| thereof free; the spirit a free spirit (freely 
and nourishment is to be waited for, and re-| given of God, and freely ministering for God ;) 
ceived as it was given when there are no the church a spiritual building, built in the 
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freedom and liberty of the life of the spirit ;/from the execution of his benevolent pur-|relieves the general sterility of the land. The 
the order and government of the church is|pose. > . * ° * 


from and in the same free spirit, guiding a 


of his power ; the maintenance of the ministry 
a free maintenance ; the whole obedience and 
worship free, in the free spirit, and in the 
truth which is begotten in the heart by the 
free spirit. The head of this church is Christ, 
the living Spirit, who hath appointed none to 
be head under him here on earth, nor hath 
given power to any to make any laws con- 
cerning his kingdom, or the government 
thereof ; concerning his ministry, or the main- 
tenance thereof.” 
cneneneiiiigiianane 


For “The Friend.” 
Hammerfest. 


(Concluded from page 234.) 


“Within the Arctic circle I saw many flocks 
of sheep. They are of an inferior quality, 
have coarse wool, with a very large propor- 
tion of black sheep among them. With wild 
animals the most northern of a given species 
furnish the finest fur, and generally, though 
not always, white prevails more in the North 
than in the South, while in both these respects 
the reverse seems to be the case with the 
sheep. We have always been taught to look 
for the finest wool in Spain, where the sheep 
are nearly all white. I compared a flock in 
Tromso, and found one third to be black, and 
many of them intensely black. 

Goats are frequent in Northern Norway, 
but cannot be said to be abundant. As might 
be expected they are of inferior size, but their 
ability to live on almost any vegetable, we 
suppose recommends them to favor. 

Swine are kept everywhere, but not exten- 
sively. Common chickens I observed about 
the barns and yards, not half the size of ours. 
I was disappointed to find so few domestic 
ducks and geese where their favorite element 
almost washes every door-step ; probably they 
do not like the long cold winters. Cats and 
dogs are found wherever human beings are, 
and of course are represented in Norway as 
in all other places. 

Among the Lapps they have a valuable 
breed of dogs, corresponding to the shepberd’s 
dog in countries where sheep are extensively 
kept. These dogs are carefully trained to 
their work, and are of the greatest service in 
herding and driving the reindeer. As they 
are all brought up together the deer know 
them, and learn to submit to them in a very 
exemplary way. It is suid that one of these 
dogs is worth more than several men in the 
management of a herd of deer. They even 
learn to know each individual deer in a large 
drove, and will readily distinguish a stranger 
which may join the herd. These dogs are 
not fed sumptuously but quite the reverse, 
although their valuable services and great 
fidelity should entitle them to a good living. 
I could learn of no case where dogs are work- 
ed in harness, as is the case with our Esqui- 
maux. * * . ™ ’ 

The people of Hammerfest maintained the 
well-deserved reputation of the Norwegians 
for hospitality and kindness to strangers. If 
you ask a man or a boy in the streets the way 
to the telegraph office—that is a word you 
can make all understand—instead of pointing 
you the way he will most likely turn round 
and lead the way for half a mile, if need be, 
to show you the place inquired for, nor will 
any remonstrance on your part dissuade him 


Alten river, which is a large stream and famous 


spirit, In talking with the residents of Hammer-|for its salmon-fishing, empties into the fjord 
people whom God makes willing in the day|fest I found them as much attached to their|a few miles east of the town.” 


country and its peculiarities as are people of 
other countries to their own, and indeed they 
seemed to think it strange that every body 
did not prefer Hammerfest as a place of resi- 
dence. Their good winters, their long un- 
broken day of summer, their pure invigora- 
ting atmosphere, their ever open sea and bold 
grand mountain scenery—all had charms for 
them which, in their estimation, could no 
where else be equalled. The love of home is 
a blessed thing, and so is it fortunate that the 
varying tastes of mankind serve to content 
people in every portion of the habitable globe. 
* * * * 


Having completed our stay at Hammer- 
fest, we bade it farewell, not without regret 
at parting with those who had treated the 
strangers with so much kindness, and soon 
after breakfast went on board the little steam- 
er, and we were soon on our way from this 
most northern point I ever expect to reach. 

We could hardly comprehend how far north 
we were till we looked upon the map and 
traced the parallels from one continent to the 
other, and found we were several degrees 
north of Behring’s Strait, and nearly on the 
line with Barrow’s Point, the extreme point 


In a ramble on the outskirts of Bosekop 
the party found themselves walking on a car- 
pet of rich, green grass, abounding with beau- 
tiful wild flowers of various kinds. The 
country back was covered with a pine forest. 
The trees were not large but were abundant. 
The deciduous trees were scarcely more than 
shrubs. The soil was light and apparently 
not very productive. At the most thrifty 
looking place the farmer was also a black- 
smith. The old plows lying around outside 
his shop showed some curious designs, while 
others resembled our own very much. 





For “The Friend ” 

“ My flock was scattered upon all the face of the earth, 
and none did search or seek after them.” 

Not long since an old school-mate called, 
apparently to renew an acquaintance, which 
had at one time afforded mutual pleasure. 
Conversation naturally turned upon events 
of by-gone days: dear old Westtown received 
a large share of attention, and some of the 
teachers formerly engaged there were men- 
tioned by my friend, with grateful recollec- 
tions of their care and kindness: kind words 
received from some of the committee visiting 


of the continent on the north-west coast of|there, were recalled: religious impressions 
America which is so far thrust oat into the|made upon his mind while a student there, 


frozen ocean. 


Here the ocean never freezes ;| were rehearsed—and altogether it was quite 


there it is always frozen except for a short| manifest, that a feeling of genuine respect and 


time in summer. 


Now we were in the same|love for our Society, its fathers and mothers, 


latitude with the western magnetic pole in|its principles and testimonies, continued to 


Boothia Felix, near and but little north of 
which Sir John Franklin and his party were 
frozen in, and finally perished to the last 
man.” 

In the afternoon the travellers reached the 
head of Alten Fjord and landed at Bosekop. 
The remarkable freshness and verdure they 
observed are of course due to the Gulf Stream 
which sweeps along the entire coast of Nor- 
way. 

Judge Caton remarks: “ This has by some 
been called the Eden of Lapland, and is cer- 
tainly the most beautifully located of any 
place we saw in Finmark. The shipping is 
accommodated at a small dock, adjoining 
which are two small warehouses. From this 
point the bluff rises about one foot in eight, 
to the altitude of about one hundred feet, 
where occurs a narrow table and then another 
more gentle ascent, of less height, to the level 
country stretching away inland. Further 
south there is more space between the water 
and the bluff, along which runs a street or 
road, bordered by peasants’ cottages or fisher- 
mens’ cabins. 

The broad hill-side was covered with a rich 
carpet of green grass, which presented a cheer- 
ful prospect. An evergreen forest crowned 
the heights beyond, and we seemed all at once 
to have entered upon a scene of rich vegeta- 


tion, quite in contrast with the barrenness or | 


stunted growth we had everywhere previously 
met.” 


“T did not extend my rambles into the) 


valley, or rather the bottoms of the Alten 


abide with him. 

The real object of the visit, however, be- 
came after a time more apparent—my friend 
had been aroused, awakened, quickened—he 
had become deeply interested in his soul’s 
welfare, and wanted to talk about matters 
which now he seemed to regard as of mo- 
mentous importance. He gave me an interest- 
ing account of some of his experiences, which 
it is not needful in this connection to relate, 
with the information that he had joined a 
Presbyterian congregation. 

After some further interchange of views, 
‘and expressions of mutual regard, I ventured 
the remark, “‘ I am somewhat puzzled 





\with thy present position: I am unable to 


reconcile thy profession of attachment to 


| Friends and their principles, with thy action 


in voluntarily leaving them, and remaining 
separate from them. I can understand from 
what thou tells me of thy early manhood, 
how thou should have drifted away from a 
people with whom, in an unregenerate state, 
thou had so little in common; but I cannot 
understand how it is, that, with the religious 
‘impressions of thy youth, revived and con- 


'firmed, as thou states, by a closer acquaint- 
‘ance with thy Redeemer and His Truth, thou 
should affiliate with those who fail to recog- 
‘nize the value and importance to the world, 
of some of the very principles which thou 
now esteems so highly, and acknowledges are 
scriptural and binding. Wilt thou explain ?” 
| He replied, “ Well, I don’t wonder thee 





‘can’t understand it—I often think and feel 


river; but obtained a pretty extensive view that I am not quite in my right place myself; 
of the valley, which had the appearance of|but I'll tell thee how it came about—I was 
a prosperous agricultural country with fine going on, following this broad road I have 
farms and houses, which was refreshing to been telling thee about, when ——, our 
look upon in the arctic regions. This rich! minister, one day invited me home with him, 
‘valley extends far back into the country and and spoke to me very kindly about my loose 
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SS 
to read or write ; yet there were some who 





way of living. Now he was the first person 
that ever said a word to me about my soul since 
I was a man, and I felt right away that | 
loved that man. We had a good many other 
talks, and he invited me to his church, and I 
went; and becoming interested I joined it; 
and that is the way it came about. But 1 
am more of a Friend now than any thing else, 
and would rather to-day worship in a Friends’ 
meeting than any where else; and I expect 
that if had been a Friend, 1 too 
should have been a Friend yet,” &c., &c. 
Friends, I ask your attention to this man’s 
words, ‘‘ he was the first person that ever said 
a word to me about my soul since I was a 
man,” and then go right to your Bibles and 
read the 34th chapter of Ezekiel, and reflect. 








setcetiililaencee 

How a Sailor Overcame Temptation —The 
following extract from a letter of a Tenby 
sailor, a member of the Church of England, 
who for the last few months has been a Total 
Abstainer, was read before a recent meeting of 
the members of the Tenby Fishermen’s Tem- 
perance Society; “ You may not believe me 
when I say that I have kept my word as re- 
gards Teetotalism, but it is nevertheless true, 
that the last drop of intoxicating liquor of any 
kind I have tasted was at the dinner-table at 
home. I was only once tempted to drink 
again. I will tell you how it occurred. We 
were about eight hundred miles to the south- 
ward of the Cape of Good Hope, when it was 
blowing a hurricane, as cold as ice, all our 
bulwarks washed away, everything wet and 
miserable; I was called out of my bunk to 
help to heave the ship to, and was proceed- 
ing up aloft to assist in stowing the mizen- 
topsail, when the mate called me down and 
told me to go into the cabin to get my grog 
with the rest of the men. He knew | did 
not drink, but thought 1 would not refuse it 
at such a time, as I had signed no pledge. I, 
without one thought, went, took the glass 
from the captain, and was just going to drink 
the grog, when I remembered my promise ; 
80, laying the glass on the table, I walked out 
of the cabin. The skipper called me back 
and asked what was the matter. I replied 
I had come down from aloft to get a glass 
of grog, but had forgotten that I was a Tee- 
totaller. Now it is a standing joke against 
me.”—Calcutta, Nov. 5th, 1874. 

ccmitieinines 
The Mails a Hundred Years Ago.—We com- 

mend the following, which appeared in the 
Pennsylvania Gazette, February 14th, 1775, to 
the notice of our Western readers who are 
complaining because the mails are thirty-six, 
instead of twenty-four hours in reaching Chi- 
cago from New York: 


““GENERAL POST-OFFICE.” 
Philadelphia, February 14th, 1775. 
“Tt having been found very inconvenient 
to persons concerned in trade, that the mail 
from ‘ Philadelphia to New England,’ sets out 
but once a fortnight during the winter season; 
this is to give notice, that the New England 
mail will henceforth go once a week the year 
round; whereby correspondence may be car- 
ried on, and answers obtained to letters be- 
tween Philadelphia and Boston in three weeks, 
which used in the winter to require six 
weeks,” 
By command of the post-master general, 
WitiiaAM Franktin, Comptroller. 
—Am. Journ, 


THE FRIEND. 





Selected. 


SACRED SILENCE. 


Never with blast of trumpets 
And the chariot wheels of flame 

Do the servants and sons of the Highest 
His oracles proclaim ; 

But when grandest truths are uttered 
And when holiest depths are stirred, 

When our God himself draws nearest, 
The still, small voice is heard. 


He has sealed His own with silence; 
His years that come and go, 
Bringing still their mighty measures 
Of glory and of woe,— 
Have you heard one note of triumph 
Proclaim their course begun? 
One voice or bell give tidings 
When their ministry was done ? 


Unheralded and unheeded 
His revelations come, 

His prophets before their scorners 
Stand resolute, yet dumb; 

But a thousand years of silence— 
And the world falls to adore, 

And kiss the feet of the martyrs 
It crucified before ! 


Shall I have a part in the labor, 
In the silence and the might 
Of the plans Divine, eternal, 
That he opens to my sight ? 
In the strength and the inspiration 
That His crowned and chosen know ? 
O well might my darkest sorrow 
Into songs of triumph flow! 


For I hear in this sacred stillness 
The fall of angelic feet,— 

I feel white hands on my forehead, 
With a benediction sweet :— 

They say to me, “ Labor in silence— 
For dearer to God are the songs 

Of one earnest and loving spirit 
Than the peans of joyful throngs.” 


The rivulet sweetest murmurs 
Afar in the forest glade, 

And the nightingale wildest warbles 
From depths of leafy shade; 

So the poet sings most divinely 
From the noisy crowd apart, 

And the lays most worthy of laurels 
Are those he hides in his heart. 


O, I hear in this sacred stillness 
The fall of angelic feet, 

I feel white hands on my forehead, 
With a benediction sweet ; 

No echo of worldly tumult 
My beautiful vision mars; 

This silence itself is music, 
Like the silence of the stars! 
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could not be kept in ignorance, even in those 
dark days that preceded the war. Among 
these, was a light colored man, who had 
been brought up as a house servant, near 
Augusta, Georgia. In narrating his history, 
which was gradually disclosed during our in- 
tercourse with him, he spoke kindly of his 
former owners; and appeared to have no 
harsh treatment to complain of. He was 
somewhat older than the children of the 
family, and when these began to go to school, 
he determined to educate himself. Having 
possessed himself, by some means, of a spell- 
ing-book, he attentively watched the children 
repeating their lessons, and then retiring 
alone, would examine his book and endeavor 
to connect their words with the printed signs. 
By perseverance, aided by a good degree of 
natural ability, he accomplished the first and 
most difficult task of learning to read. His 
further progress was comparatively easy. He 
was their play-fellow and care-taker, and ac- 
companied them to and from school ; and by 
the aid of a determined will, and close atten- 
tion, he was able to go along with them in 
their studies, without exciting suspicion in 
any one. 

One of his duties was to go to the post-office ; 
and being on familiar terms with the family, 
he soon became able to distinguish between 
the superscriptions, so as to know by the look 
of the words for which of them any letter 
was designed. He then studied the forms, 
first of the capital letters, and afterwards of 
the small letters, assisted by the forms given 
in his spelling-book. His early so in 
writing was on a certain part of the floor, 
which it was his daily duty to clean up. He 
would dip his finger in the bucket of water, 
and trace the letters on the floor, ready to 
efface the marks at a moment’s warning, with 
his floor-cloth, if the sound of a footstep told 
him that any one was approaching. Much 
practice in this way rendered it easy for him 
to use pen, ink and paper, when these came 
into his possession. Holding out one of his 
fingers, he said in reference to his first efforts, 
it was with this 1 learned to write. 

His possession of these acquirements was & 
carefully guarded secret, as the knowledge 
of it would have exposed him to a degree of 
jealousy and suspicion which might bave been 
dangerous. He said respecting it; if it had 
been known tbat I could read and write, and 


In passing through the South, we met with|a slave had run away from the neighborhood, 
several persons who seemed to us to have been|I should have been brought into trouble, as 
raised up by Providence, and prepared and| having had something to do with it. He was 
fitted to be useful instruments in His hand, in|induced in one instance to make use of his 


guiding and helping those who had recently 
emerged from the bondage of slavery. At the 
close of the war, many of the more talent- 
ed and ambitious of the newly-emancipated 
slaves went North, and in various ways (often 
through the kindness of friends) obtained an 
education. Lincoln University, at Oxford, 
appears to have been particularly useful in 
this way. 
whom mention was made in the last article 
as having been educated in that institution, 
told us that he and some of his friends had 
recently counted more than thirty graduates 
of that school, who were then holding official 
positions, either in the Legislature or in State 
or county offices, in South Carolina alone, 
Though the slave code was very severe in 


the penalties it attached to the offence of 


teaching slaves, or even free colored people, 


The South Carolina legislator, of 


|power, by forging for a slave-woman a pass, 
purporting to be written by her master, and 
authorizing her to go from Augusta to Charles- 
ton. The railroad officials supposing this to 
be genuine, allowed her to go over their road. 
At Charleston she lived four years, working 
in different families asa free woman. At last, 
one of the parties for whom she worked, wish- 
ing to go North on a visit, and afraid to take 
one of their slaves with them, engaged her 
as child’s nurse ; and under their protection 
she came to Philadelphia. On their return 
South, she remained behind, and continued to 
reside here till her death. My informant said 
that after the war he visited her in her Phil- 
adelphia home, and accompanied her one day 
to a school for colored people, where he saw 
one of the Quakers, probably, from his de- 
scription, our friend John M. Whitall. 
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His secret was at last discovered in the fol- 
lowing manner. He had been separated at an 
early age from his mother, to whom he was 
most tenderly attached, and whom he had 
never seen or heard from, and who had then 
been dead for several years, though he did 
not know it. After retiring to his room for 
the night, he was accustomed to write letters 
to this deceased mother, as if she were still 
living; pouring out in them the affectionate 
feelings of his heart. These letters were care- 
fully destroyed, lest they should fall into other 
bands. But one morning after writing such 
an epistle, he left it on his table when he 
went out of his room. On going down stairs, 
he was sent several miles after some butter, 
and before his return, his mistress going into 
theroom, found the letter. Greatly surprised, 
she asked who wrote it; and on his replying, 
“I did,” she could scarcely believe the con- 
fession, Saying, it was as good a letter as she 
herself could write. To the query, who taught 
him how to write, he answered, “no one.” 
She then brought pen, ink and paper and 
made him write in her presence, so as to be 
fully satisfied of the truth of his statement, 
that he was the author of the letter. Wil- 
liam (the name of the slave) said it was a 
critical moment for him, for he might have 
been sent as a dangerous man to hard field- 
work on a plantation. But his mistress was 
awoman of more nobility of character, and 
praised his talents and perseverance, even 
offering to assist him in the further prosecu- 
tion of his studies. He never dared to avail 
himself of this kind offer, as it could not have 
been kept secret, and he still feared the con- 
sequences of publicity. 

Though remaining a slave till freed by the 
war, he obtained a profitable situation as fore- 
man of the undertaking department, in a fur- 
niture house in Augusta. ‘There he remained 
till appointed by General Howard to a posi- 
tion in the Freedmen’s Bureau, which he ac- 
cepted, at some sacrifice to his own pecuni- 
ary interests. Since then, he has been active- 
ly engaged in various ways in endeavoring 
to help and elevate his fellow-citizens, espe- 
cially those of the African race. He has been 
largely employed in distributing books and 
tracts, in organizing and visiting schools, in 
promoting temperance among his people, in 
encouraging them to eeonomy and thrift, and 
the acquisition of homesteads of their own. 
He now holds the position of Deputy United 
States Collector of Internal Revenue, and 
spends some of his spare time and surplus 
energy in looking after the interests of a 
Baptist colored congregation, whom he has 
been instrumental in gathering together. In 
conversation with others respecting him, he 
was spoken of to us as a worthy, useful man. 

In our walks about Augusta, he pointed out 
to me the residence of a colored woman, who 
was the largest owner of real estate of any 
of their people. She was a widow. Her 
husband, a Frenchman, died some years ago, 
when the laws of Georgia prohibited any one 
of the African race from holding real estate. 
As the best means he could devise for caring 
for his partner in life, he left his property to 
two of the most prominent and highly es- 
teemed citizens of the place, relying on their 
sense of equity to hold it for his widow’s 
benefit. When the United States military 
authorities took possession of Augusta, she 
was encouraged to present her claim to her 
husband’s estate; and the persons in whose 
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hands it was made a compromise and allowed |indeed to preach the gospel of life and salva- 
her about one-balf of it, rather than submit|tion; and the way they took to preach the 
to the humiliation and risk of being brought|gospel to us in our day, was the same way 
before a military tribunal. Many of the col-|that the holy Apostle Paul in his day was 
ored people had built on land which they|sent to preach the gospel; who said, we are 
had purchased from her. sent of God to turn people from darkness 
We found no exception at the South to the} unto light, and from the power of Satan unto 
satisfaction of the former slaves at the extinc-|God: the holy apostle proposed the end for 
tion of the slavery system. The question was|which they were sent, to turn the sons and 
put to avery respectable man, the porter who|daughters of men from darkness to light, and 
accompanied an hotel omnibus at Petersburg, |from the power of Satan to the power of God 
Va., whether any of their people would wish|—that they might receive remission of sins, 
the return of the old order of things. The/and an inheritance among them which are 
answer was brief, but significant: “They |sanctified through faith, which is in Christ 
would be fools if they did.” At Savannah. | Jesus. 
we met with a goodly old man, the pastor of| O friends, this faith in Christ ; it is a living 
one of the Baptist congregations, who appre-|faith, it is a faith of the operation of God ; 
ciated the inward nature of true religion and|God worketh it in us by his own Spirit and 
the substantial unity of all the true members|power: there are many that pretend to have 
of the Christian Church. In referring to|faith in Christ, that are strangers to the ope- 
emancipation, he used the expressive term, |ration of the power and Spirit of our Lord 
‘A Jubilee;” and added, that their race could |and Saviour Jesus Christ, and so do not know 
now take down their harps from the willows,|nor are made partakers of that faith, which 
and add a new string. worketh by love, that giveth them victory 
(To be continued.) over the world, and preserveth them and 
— keepeth them out of the evil of the world. 
Now friends, it is, my desire that you may 
turn from darkness unto light; that you may 
all believe in Christ and walk in him; that 
you may be sensible that the blood of Jesus 
Christ, the dear and blessed Son of God, 
cleanseth from all sin, from all unrighteous- 
ness, and from all filthiness of flesh and spirit; 
that so the end of the labor, travail, and tes- 
timonies of the faithful messengers and ser- 
vants whom the Lord hath raised up in this 
our day, and sent to turn men from darkness 
unto light, and from the power of Satan to the 
power of God, that their labor and travail (IL 
say) may not be in vain; that we may all 
come to believe in the light, that we may be 
children of the light and of the day, that so 
we may come to walk in the light. And then 
my friends, we shall be brought into an hea- 
sermons he had heard preached therein ; and |Venly fellowship ; if we walk in the light as 
having carefully transcribed them, he felt it He is in the light, we have fellowship one 
a duty to publish them, in order to show the | With another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
“Concurrence and Unanimity” of Friends in|the dear Son of God, cleanseth us from all 
the doctrine promulgated. The work before |5'”- And this is a work that will be profit- 
me is a second edition, printed in London in able for all to know, seeing no unclean thing 
1711. shall ever enter into the kingdom of God. 


, , Friends, our justification, that is indeed in 
* ’ a ’ 
r ‘Grace Church St 2 jorit th re gee land through and by the Lord Jesus Christ, 
ne ae ee ’  |for his sake, not our own. Any thing that 
It is a great mercy and kindness, that God| we have done or can do, will not have a ten- 


\hath been pleased to open the way of life andidency to make our peace with God, seeing 
isalvation unto the souls of many people, that ‘that we can do nothing of ourselves, that is 
lin this our day and generation were in great ‘acceptable and well pleasing to God; there- 
distress, for want of the knowledge of it, and |fore we cannot in the least (as hath been un- 
‘this knowledge is given unto us through|jystly charged upon us) dis-esteem or put a 


For “The Friend.” 

Having recently come in possession of a 
work entitled, “The Concurrence and Unan- 
imity of the People called Quakers, in owning 
and asserting the principal doctrines of the 
Christian Religion, demonstrated in the Ser- 
mons or Declarations of several of their public 
Preachers,” I think some extracts therefrom 
may be interesting to the readers of “ The 
Friend.” The author appears. not to have 
been a Friend, and in the preface he informs, 
that having taken down and published several 
sermons preached by Stephen Crisp, that had 
called forth much approbation, he had heard 
it repeatedly said that, though Stephen Crisp 
preached sound doctrine, other Quakers did| 
not. He bad therefore gone to various meet- 
lings of the Quakers, and, as opportunity 
offered, had taken down in short-hand, the 





gr 
| rd - 5S i 
the blessed appearance and revelation of the jicht esteem on what the Lord Jesus Christ 
power and Spirit of our Lord and Saviour|path done for us in his own person, without 
\Jesus Christ, to which, my friends, blessed bel us, nor upon what, by his own power and 
the name of the Lord, we have been turned | Spirit He hath wrought in our hearts; but 
in our day and generation. — . ,|we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, both as 
For the message and testimony that God|t, his outward appearance, as He was, God 
jraised up his servants to bear among us i0/ manifest in the flesh ; and also, in his inward 
jour day, who ores Eo the Spirit and power and spiritual appearance in our souls. We 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, having been made|pelieve in Him that hath appeared by his 
the monuments of God’s mercy through faith }jj¢ht and grace and truth in our hearts, and 
in him, that died for our sins, and rose again | we know the effectual working and operation 
for our justification ; that blessed message and | of his divine power, to sanctify and cleanse, 
testimony which they bare among us, was in| and purify our souls. And thereby we come 
the evidence and demonstration of the Spirit|t9 have a real seuse of the benefit and ad- 
and power of the Lord Jesus, for they came | vantage that the souls of the children of men 
, ; ; |have, in and by the death and sufferings, 
* John Vaughton is often mentioned in the records | ae ssl 
of the early Friends and appears to have been held in| TSU! ection and ramen of our Lord and 
high esteem by them. \Saviour Jesus Christ. 
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Till people come to believe in his spiritual 
appearance, by his light and grace, and truth 
in their hearts, and to receive him and enter- 
tain him, and let him have a place in their 
souls, that He by his power may purge away 
sin and transgression; while men remain re- 
bellious and stubborn, and will not let him 


in, when He stands and knocks at the door 


of their hearts, that He may come in and sup 
with them, and they with him; when men 
rebel against his heavenly Light within them, 
and turn away from his divine Grace and 


holy Spirit, and turn the grace of God into 


wantonness, lasciviousness, and run into un- 
cleanness, drunkenness, pride, envy, malice 
and bitterness, and into those things that are 
abominable and evil in the sight of the Lord ; 
these men have no real advantage or benefit, 
by the death and sufferings of our Lord Jesus 


Christ, and the satisfaction and atonement 


He hath made for our sins by that one offer- 
ing and sacrifice of himself; and they do not 
truly know the blessed end and design of his 


appearance and coming into the world: for 


this purpose was the Son of God manifested, 
that He might destroy the works of the devil, 
that He might finish tranagression, and make 
an end of sin, and bring in everlasting right- 
eousness. 

My friends, the end of the working of the 
invisible power and Spirit of Christ is, that 
He may have a place in all your hearts, and 
that you may entertain him; for the Lord 
will draw a line of judgment upon all that go 
under the profession of Christianity, and own 
what the Lord Jesus Christ did without them, 
but will not receive him, entertain him, and 
believe in him, as He doth spiritually appear 
and shine into their hearts by his Divine 
Light, Grace and Spirit. 

My friends, remember the sore judgments, 
calamities and distress that came upon the 
Jews, because of their rejecting Christ in his 
outward appearance, in that prepared body 
in which He came to do his Father's will; 
they would not own him in his bodily ap- 
pearance, but rejected him and set him at 
naught, they crowned him with thorns, and 
crucified the Lord of life and glory. He 
said unto them, “except ye believe that I am 
he, ye shall die in your sins; and if ye die in 
your sins, whither I go you cannot come.” 
And thus He spake to Jerusalem ; “O Jerusa- 
lem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, 
and stonest them which are sent unto thee, 
how often would I have gathered thy chil- 
dren together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens-under her wings, and ye would not; 
behold your house is left unto you desolate, 
for I say unto you, ye shall not see me hence- 
forth, till ye shall say, blessed is he that com- 
eth in the name of the Lord.” He tells them 
of the calamity and distress that should come 
upon them and overtake them, and so it came 
to pass, because they rejected the love of God, 
which in Christ Jesus was extended to them, 
when He would have gathered them, and 
brought them into a state of reconciliation 
and peace with the living God; but they would 
not. 

So now my friends, in this day of Christ’s 
inward and spiritual appearance, you have 
had the testimonies of those that have been 
sent to you in the name and power and Spirit 
of the living God, and yet many will not be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ, nor receive 
him inwardly and spiritually appearing in 
their hearts, nor give way to him, nor wait 











and attend upon him, to do that work in 
them and for them, which they cannot do 
for themselves: What work is that? the 
work of sanctification. For none come to be 


justified freely by the grace of God, through 


the redemption that isin Jesus Christ; as the 
apostle speaks: “ But they are also sanctified 


by the spirit of Christ, and made partakers of 


the Divine nature,” so that it is absolutely 
necessary for us to know Christ’s power and 
Spirit, to renew and sanctify our souls, and 
purify and cleanse us. 

When we come to believe in the inward 
and spiritual appearance of Christ, and to 
know the work of sanctification, we cannot 
have a slight esteem of, nor disbelieve or un- 
dervalue, what the Lord Jesus Christ hath 
done for us in his person ; but we shall come 
to find the benefit, gain, advantage and profit 
of it, redounding to our souls, through that 
one offering, when He offered himself through 
the Eternal Spirit, as a lamb without spot: 
He offered himself once for all, and we have 
the benefit of it, when we come to receive 
him, live in obedience to him, and answer his 
requirings, and walk in the Spirit, and then 
as the apostle saith, “If we walk in the Spirit, 
we shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh, for all 
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the 


lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of 


the Father, but is of the world, and the world 
passeth away, and the lust thereof, but he that 
doth the will of God abideth forever.” 

Therefore see to it, you that make a pro. 
fession of it, see that as you have received the 
Lord Jesus Christ, you walk as He walked, 
that you live in the Spirit, and walk in the 
Spirit, and not fulfil the lusts of the flesh ; 
that you live not in malice, envy or bitter- 
ness, and so grieve the good Spirit of God, 
and bring a burthen upon the souls of the 
righteous. 


We that are come to the sight and vision of 


heavenly things, and have the mysteries of the 
kingdom of God opened to us, we are come to 
be partakers of the gift of charity, which is a 
more excellent way. If this be wanting, all is 
wanting. What doth theapostle say? “Though 
I speak with the tongue of men and angels, 
and have not charity, I am become as sound- 
ing brass or a tinkling cymbal, and though I 
have the gift of prophecy, and understand all 
mysteries, and all knowledge, and though I 
have all faith, so that I could remove moun- 
tains and have not charity, I am nothing, and 
though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, 


and though | give my body to be burned, and| 


have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.” 
These things have been often said and de- 
clared to you, friends, and I have now this 
general testimony to give, in the dread and 
tear of the Lord God. They that love God 
above all, will love their neighbor as them. 
selves, they will love those that are the friends 
of God, and of his people ; nay, it is a duty 
incumbent on them, “ A new commandment” 
(saith our Saviour) “I give unto you, that ye 
love one another as I have loved you, that ye 
also love one another. By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love 
one to another:” and we are not only to love 
one another, but to love our enemies; this 
our Lord Jesus Christ commandeth us. ‘“ But 
I say unto you, love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them that despitefully 
use you and persecute you, that ye may be 
the children of your Father which is in 







is the desire and breathing of my soul, 





















heaven, for He causeth his sun to shin 
the evil and on the good, and sende 
the just and on the unjust.” 

Now, my friends, that you may keep in 
this love of God and love to one another, 
t 
so your faith may stand not in the via 
of men’s words, but in the power of God, 
This power will bring down every high 
thought aud imagination into subjection and 
obedience to Christ, that we may walk be. 
fore him to all well-pleasing ; that when we 
come to die, we may lay down our heads jn 
peace, and be found of Him in peace, without 
spot and blameless, and at the end of on 
days, we may receive the end of our faith, 
the salvation of our immortal souls. 

Friends, to the grace of God I commend 


. © on 
th rain on 


you. The Lord God of life preserve and keep 
you, that you may be safe in the hands of 


God and abide under the shadow of his wing, 
and be surrounded with his Almighty Am, 
who hath hitherto preserved us in all our 
solemn meetings and assemblies, when the 
enemies of God’s truth have risen up against 
us. The remembrance of it should be sweet 
and pleasant to us, when the floods of the 
ungodly were mustered up against us, and 
sometimes haled us out of our meetings, to 


jails and prisons, for bearing testimony to 


the truth of God in our day: oh, the sweet 
and comfortable presence of the Lord that 
then attended us! and blessed be his name, 
He waited to be gracious to us, and did work 
manifold deliverances for us; praise and glory 
be given to the eternal and Almighty God, 
whose Divine power and providence hath 
brought a calm over the nation, so that now 
we enjoy our meetings without trouble and 
molestation; oh that we may be sensible of 
the wonderful love and mercy of God to us. 

And friends, it greatly concerns us to be 
careful in the whole course of our lives, that 
we may not give any occasion for the obstract- 
ing or hazarding of the present peace and 
liberty we enjoy ; oh there should be a seri- 
ous care and tender regard to God’s glory, 
and the honor of his great and excellent 
name; and also, a care and concern for the 
reputation of our religion and religious Soei- 
ety ; that none may have any occasion or just 
ground to reproach us, and render us odious 
to the government under which we live. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, for the 
freedom and quiet seasons we enjoy, and that 
are continued by the mighty arm and power 
of the Lord. Let all our souls bow before 
Him, and let us walk and live in a continual 
subjection to his Divine wisdom and will, 
that our souls may be bound up in the bundle 
of life, that we may serve the Lord with sin- 
cerity and perseverance to the end of our days, 
that then an abundant entrance may be min- 
istered to us, into the everlasting kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 





Hunting Ostriches.—A troop of ostriches 
having been espied, a number of men set 
about surrounding them, but at a great dis- 
tance ; and in the first instance, therefore, the 
hunters stand far apart from each other. 
When a sufficient time has elapsed for the 
completion of the circle, they all move forward 
simultaneously, keeping the while as much 
out of sight of the birds as possible, and tak- 
ing care at the same time not to appear to 
direct their attention to the quarry, but mere- 
ly to show themselves in such a manner as to 
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, different direction, where they are pretty 
ertain to meet an enemy and to be turned 
jack again. Fora time the ostriches are thus 
kept quietly moving within the circle, but 
shen at length this becomes compressed, and 
the hunters see that the chances of the birds 
paping are but small, they keep them mov- 
ing at a rapid pace, shouting, yelling, and 
gsticulating violently at the same time; so 
that the poor creatures soon become utterly 
ahausted, and an end is presently put to the 
aciting scene by the slaughter of the whole 
Sorgreater part of them. With experienced 
hunters, this plan of capture seldom fails of 
» insuring success. 
* The same people resort to another, and 
* wen more destructive way, of capturing the 
ostrich than that just described. At times 
© indeed, a whole tribe, many of the men being 
© nounted, take part in it. The locality for 
> the hunt having been determined on, a body 
of horsemen station themselves at intervals 
ross a defile,on the narrow portion of a 
) plsin where the quarry is likely to pass, while 
others, also mounted, are despatched in search 
ofthe birds. These, when on the way, leave 
| stconvenient distances one or other of their 
) wmber to act, not only as sentinels, but for 
s purpose that will presently be shown. Hav- 
» ing found the destined victims, with whose 
favorite haunts they are pretty well acquaint- 
ed, the remainder of the party begin gradually 
and cautiously to drive the unsuspecting birds 
before them, and in the direction of their com- 
rades, who are lying in wait. 
This purpose effected, they urge the poor 
gereatures forward at a telling pace, and on 
coming to the men, stationed as sentinels, they 
themselves drop behind, leaving the latter to 
continue the pursuit in their stead. 
breathing their horses they draw up in line, 
thereby forming a barrier, so to say, should 
the quarry head back or attempt to escape in 
that direction. Thus the ostriches have not 
/smoment’s respite given them in their head- 
ong flight, and it consequently not unfre- 
quently happens that by the time they reach 





sthe horseman waiting for them, they are so 
exhausted as to come to a dead stand-still—or 
The 
taptures on these occasions are often very 


tven to fall helplessly to the ground. 


considerable. At times, indeed, greater than 
the hunters require for food, and in which 


tase they will allow such of the birds as they 
stand not in need of, after first despoiling 
them of their valuable wing and tail feathers, 


to depart without further injury. 


In concluding these few observations on the 
chase of the ostrich, 1 would here add the re- 
sult of not only my own trifling experience, 
but that of others, of late years; viz., that 
these birds are easier of approach when con- 
gregated in numbers, than when there are 
only two or three together; and that in pur- 
suing them on horseback considerable experi- 
1 Thus, to 
nde steadily after them without distressing 

our steed ; but so soon as they evince signs 
of being desirous of halting, give them another 
tart by pushing your horse suddenly forward, 
and thus continue until such times as they 
vegin to wave their wings heavily, a sure sign 
of partial exhaustion. This is the moment to 
urge your steed to the utmost ; but never at- 
‘empt to ride down the ostrich unless the sun 


ence is requisite to insure success. 


be scorching hot. 
C. J. Andersson. 


use the birds to “‘ give way,” or move off in| — 


After 
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In various parts of Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting, there have been held during the 
winter season, for the past few years, social 
gatherings of its members, in which the time 
has been spent in reading selections from the 
approved writings of our Society. These 
gatherings have been, generally, if not uni- 
versally, with the concurrence and sanction 
of those members of the different meetings 
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written of, as it pleaseth the Lord to open and 
reveal them in the hidden man of the heart.” 

There have also been held some private 
meetings of a more strictly devotional charac- 
ter. We do not refer to the ordinary social 
gatherings of Friends, wherein, when those 
present were spiritually minded there has 
often been witnessed an overshadowing of the 
Divine presence, to the comfort and rejoicing 
of those thus favored ; but to assemblies more 
in the nature of regularly-established meet- 
ings for worship, either held at stated times 
or on special occasions. 

The Discipline and usage of our Society re- 
gulate the establishment of settled meetings ; 
and provide for the holding of such occasional 


whom, from their experience and position, it|or temporary ones as any of its members un- 


was right to consult in regard to them. 
object in view has been, to awaken an interest 
in the minds of some of our members in the 
valuable literature of the Society, which had 
been too much neglected in this age of maga- 
zines and other periodicals; and thus to 
strengthen their attachment to those doc- 
trines and testimonies which our predecessors 
faithfully upheld at the cost of much suffering 
and of life itself; and to encourage them to 
walk in the self-denying path of obedience to 
the cross of Christ. They have been attend- 
ed by all classes—the old and the young min- 
gling together in company and in feeling— 
and we believe they have been both pleasant 
and profitable. 

There have also been held in a few places, 
meetings especially designed for the study of 
the Scriptures. The Discipline of our Society 
and the Queries which are read at stated 
times in our meetings, enjoin the “frequent 
reading” of these invaluable writings, and 
therefore such meetings might seem to claim 
unqualified approbation. Yet we have felt 
that there is one danger connected with them, 
which it behoves those who are thus engaged 
to guard against. We mean the danger of de. 
pending on the deductions of our own reason, 
as assisted by the observations and opinions 
of other men, in explaining or endeavoring to 
comprehend spiritual subjects. It is perhaps 
on this point more than almost any other that 
a practical difference exists between the So. 
ciety of Friends and the ministry which is in 
accordance with its principles; and the other 
branches of the professing Church of Christ. 
When we seek by analysis, comparison and 
the exercise of our own intellectual powers, 


to unfold the meaning of those passages of 


Scripture which are “hard to be understood,” 
we are still liable to “ wrest” them from their 
true signification ; for ‘the natural man re- 
ceiveth not the things of God, neither can he 
know them, because they are spiritually dis- 
cerned.” Many valuable members of our So- 
ciety, who in their day were as lights in the 
world, have borne testimony to the goodness 
of the Lord in bringing them off from any 
dependence on their own learning or wisdom ; 
and leading them to sit down as humble 
scholars at the feet of Jesus, knowing Him to 
unfold to them the mysteries of His kingdom. 
Thus Isaac Penington says of the professors 
of his day: ‘This is the word of the Lord 
concerning them. Ye must come out of your 
knowledge, into the feeling of an inward prin- 
ciple of life, if ever ye be restored to the true 


unity with God, and to the true enjoyment of 


Him again. Ye must come out of the know- 
ledge and wisdom ye have gathered from the 
Scriptures, into a feeling of the thing there 





The {der religious concern may believe it right to 


propose. Such concerns are to be submitted 
to the judgment of experienced Friends ; and 
the extent of this supervision is proportioned 
to the magnitude of the proposed enterprise. 
This is a wise precaution, as otherwise inex- 
perienced and rash persons might enter on 
religious services for which they were not 
prepared, and which might result in loss to 
themselves and injury to the reputation of the 
Society of which they are members. 

The fact that the individual who desires to 
have such meetings is in the station of a min- 
ister, does not obviate the propriety of first 
submitting his prospect to the judgment of 
his friends. Even if such an one holds a 
minute for religious service from another meet- 
ing, yet it is right for him to observe the same 
wholesome caution. He is at liberty to at- 
tend all our usual meetings as they occur, but 
when he desires to have meetings appointed, 
or to pay a religious visit to their families, he 
should seek the concurrence and sympathy of 
the elders or other officers of the meetings 
within whose limits his concern extends, or 
should refer it to the Monthly Meetings them- 
selves, according to the hature and extent of 
the service required. 

There is a possibility of being over nice and 
critical on such points, and of unduly restrain- 
ing that liberty which the Truth gives. Hence 
Friends have always esteemed it an evidence 
of Divine Goodness when in their social gath- 
erings a sense of Heavenly solemnity has 
overspread the company, and the hearts of 
those present have been enabled to worship 
in spirit and in trath the Author of all our 
mercies. Who is there of us, but can recall 
such opportunities as seasons of especial favor, 
in which the soul was comforted and refresh- 
ed, and animated to run the race set before 
us with renewed strength and fixedness of 
purpose! As we become more and more the 
spiritually-minded people which our profes- 
sion calls for, we believe such watering sea- 
sons will be more frequently experienced ; 
and as we meet with each other in social com- 
pany, or even in our business transactions, we 
shall be knit together in the united feeling of 
the presence of Him, who promised to be with 
His disciples even unto the end of the world. 

But while we are fully prepared to sympa- 
thize with and encourage this close walking 
with God, and to rejoice in the manifesta- 
tions of that unity which springs from it; we 
believe it is needful to guard against that dis- 
position which would lightly esteem the re- 
gulations which the Church has adopted for 
the protection of its members; either those 
regulations which are formally entered among 
its rules of discipline, or those wholesome 
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practices which have been long established in 
its bodies. The apostle’s declaration, though 
made in reference to another matter, is ap- 
licable “God is not the author of confusion, 
but of peace, as in all the churches of the 
saints.” It is easy to see how wide a door 
would be opened to the introduction of dis- 
unity and discord in a religious body, if this 
supervision of the church over the public re- 
ligious exercises of its members were discon- 
tinued. A minister imbued with Unitarian 
or other sunsound or defective views of doc- 
trine, might come among us; and though 
there might be a body of sound and discern- 
ing Friends in the meetings he visited, yet he 
might find some who were in sympathy with 
him, or who did not perceive the erroneous 
tendencies of his ministry, and through their 
aid he might hold a series of private meetings, 
to which some of the more unsettled or un- 
suspecting members might be induced to come; 
and thus he might accomplish his purpose of 
sowing tares in the field, notwithstanding the 
efforts of those who, from their station and 
experience, feel bound to watch over the flock 
as those who must give account of their 
stewardship to the Master Shepherd. We 
believe there is danger of division of feeling 
and unsettlement in the church arising from 
meetings thus held. If a Friend has an honest 
concern for the spiritual welfare of the people, 
let him seek the aid, approval and sympathy 
of the Church in the accomplishment of his 
purpose. If he refuses to do this, or to sub- 
mit toits judgment and advice; but endeavors 
to carry out his designs in his own will and 
way, we think Friends ought not to counten- 
ance or aid in such proceedings. We sincerely | 
desire that none of our members may allow 
their zeal for that which has a show of good} 
to lead them into a course of action which 
will lessen their attachment to the discipline 
doctrine or practices of our Society ; or weak- 





en that unity of the brethren on which s0land the ports of the latter have been blockaded by 


largely depends the strength of a religious 
organization. 


SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 


ForEIcn.—A petition signed by the Protestant dis- 
senting ministers of London, has been presented to the 
House of Lords for the immediate and unconditional 
withdrawal of the fugitive slave circular. 

In the year ending 2d mo. 1875, 26 steamers were re- 
ported as lost in the Bay of Biscay, with 175 lives. In 
the year ending 2d mo. 1876, 2 steamers and 26 lives. 

The recent elections in France have shown the pre- 
ference of the people for a conservative Republican 
government, under experienced leaders, of a constitu- 
tional type, as distinguished from a radical, royal, or 
imperial. 

The newly elected legislative bodies met for the first 
time on the 8th inst., Grevy was provisionally elected 
President of the Chamber of Deputies by a large ma- 
jority. 

The extreme Republican journals are greatly dis- 
satisfied with the new Ministry ; the latter have post- 
poned the presentation of their programme until the or- 

anization of the Chambers is complete. The Ministry 
1s constituted as follows: Dufaure, Vice President of 
the Council and Minister of Justice; Ricard, Minister 
of the Interior; Waddington, Minister of Public In- 
struction and Worship; Christophle, Minister of Public 
Works; Teisserenc : Bort, Minister of Agriculture 
and Commerce; Admiral Fourichon, Minister of the 
Marine; Leon Say, Minister of Finance; General 
Cissey, Minister of War; the Due Decazes, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs. All the members of the new Cabinet 
belong to the Left Centre. 

Gambetta referring to the new Ministry, said in a 
recent speech, “The Republicans should await its acts 


and programme without distrust, but also without con- 
fidence.” 


>Joceurred for twenty-three years. 


Intelligence from Copenhagen says that the last mail 
from Iceland reports that the 500 inhabitants of the 
West Manna Islands, a group lying to the south of Ice- 
land, and belonging to Denmark, are probably dying 
of starvation. The fisheries there last year were unsuc- 
cessful, and the inhabitants, fearing their food would 
not last them through the winter, sent to Iceland ask- 
ing for supplies, a small quantity of which was dis- 
patched. About a month ago. a bottle was found on 
the coast of Iceland, containing a letter stating that 
supplies on hand were only adequate for one week, and 
a famine was inevitable. The dangers of the sea dur- 
ing the winter months renders communication with the 
West Manna Islands almost impossible. 

A defalcation has been discovered in the Bank of 
Brussels amounting to 6,000,000 francs. 

Liverpool is the most densely populated town in 
Great Britain, having 90.1 inhabitants to an acre; 
Glasgow comes next, with 88.1; then follow Manches- 
ter with 83.1, Edinburgh with 50.5, Nottingham with 
46.2, and London with 45.7. 

A severe storm on the 12th inst. did much damage 
at Portsmouth, Weymouth, Dover and other seaports. 
Six hundred vessels took refuge in the Downs. 

The storm extended to the continent. The telegraph 
wires in north France were prostrated, and communi- 
cation between Paris and London interrupted. A tele- 
gram from Pesth says the waters of the Danube show 
no signs of subsiding. The distress is increasing. A 
large dam has burst, and 50,000 additional acres of 
land, on which are several villages, are inundated. 

A dispatch from Odessa to the London Times says 
a large number of Ottoman troops are sent daily to 
Herzegovina. Frequent messages are exchanged be- 
tween Constantinople and Belgrade respecting the Ser- 
vian armaments. The Porte complains that even con- 
victs are enlisted in the Servian army. Servia acknow- 
ledges that she is arming, but alleges that her purpose 
is to protect her frontier from scattered insurgent bands. 
Il] feeling prevails on both sides. 

It is stated that the Prussian newspapers which 
publish sentences of excommunication pronounced by 
Roman Catholic bishops are to be seized. 

A battle between the Egyptians and Abyssinians, 
near the river Dekka, has taken place, in which the 
latter were defeated. 

Advices from Australia state that great disasters 
have occurred from floods on the east coast. At Gis- 
borne the probable losses are estimated at from £20,000 
to £30,000. The floods are the most severe that have 























where they were found. This is no isolated oce 

of the kind. I have come across several in de dien 
of my reading. The only one I can now fix the date of 
is oa by Muschoenbrock as occurring in Ireland 
in 1675,’ 

Wm. W. Belknap, late Secretary of War, was arres 
in Washington on the 8th inst., and taken to the Police 
Court, where bail to the amount of $25,000 was given - 
and he was released from custody. In consequence of 
the difficulty expected in again obtaining the evidence 
of Caleb P. Marsh, as principal witness in the case, his 
impeachment appears to have been abandoned for the 
present, and the Committee on the Judiciary have been 
empowered to continue the investigation, with power 
to send for persons and papers. The assistant District 
Attorney states that the evidence presented thus far to 
the Grand Jury is insufficient to warrant it in bringing 
in an indictment. 

The claim of Pinchback, of Louisiana to a seat in the 
U.S. Senate, has been finally disposed of by the adverse 
decision of that body. 

By the report of the Chief of the Bureau of Statistics 
it appears that the exports of provisions for the 2d mo, 
were, from Philadelphia, $1,025,930 ; Baltimore, $289. 
000; Boston, $1,248,982; New York, $5,241,000, and 
New Orleans, $43,073. 

The State department has received a dispatch stating 
that the Danish Diet has passed a law forbidding the 
importation of potatoes from this country. 

The Markets, &c.—The following were the quotations 
on the 13th inst. New York.—American gold, 114). 
U. S. sixes, 1881, 123}; do. 5 per cents, 118%. Super. 
fine flour, $4.15 to $4.50; State extra, $4.85 to $5.00: 
finer brands, $5.05 to $9.00. No. 2 Milwaukie wheat, 
$1.25; Michigan white wheat, $1.52. Rye, 83 cts, 
Barley, 82 to 974 cts. Oats, 42 to 50 cts. Mixed 
western corn, 58 to 61 cts. ; yellow, 62 to 63 cts. Phila 
delphia.—Cotton, 13 to 134 cts. for middling uplands 
and New Orleans. Superfine flour $4 to $4.50; extras, 
$4.25 to $4.75; finer brands, $6 to $9. Pennsylvania 
red wheat, $1.40 to $1.41; amber, $1.43 to $1.45; white, 
$1.45 to $1.55. Rye, 83 to 85 cts. New yellow com, 
57 to 59 cts.; white, 60 to 61 cts. Mixed oats, 40 to 8 
cts.; white do., 43 to 48 cts. Sales of 2700 beef cattle 
at 6} to 7 cts. per Ib. gross for extra; 54 to 6 cts. for 
fair to good, and 4 to 5 cts. fur common. Sheep, 5to 
74 cts. per lb. gross. Receipts, 8,000 head. Corn fed 
hogs, $12.50 to $14 per 100 lb. Receipts 2,794 head. 
Chicago.—No. 1 spring wheat, $1.08 ; No. 2 do., 99} eta; 
No. 3 do., 83 to 85 cts. No. 2 mixed corn, 43} cts 
Oats, No. 2, 323 cts. Lard, 13} cts. Baltimore—No.2 
western red wheat, $1.35 to $1.36; Pennsylvania red, 
$1.39 to $1.40 ; Maryland amber, $1.52 to $1.55 ; white, 


War has been declared between Japan and Corea, 


Japan. 

London, 3d mo. 13th.—U. States bonds of 1867, 108}. 

Liverpool.—Middling uplands cotton, 67-16d.; Or- 
leans, 63d. 

Unirep Strates.—The net earnings of the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad and branches, in the year 1875, were 
$11,423,196, which is $1,413,774 less than in 1874. 
After paying eight per cent. dividends to the stock- 
holders, a balance of $1,034,929 remained to be carried 
to the reserve fund. The company has a reserve or 
contingent fund, which has arisen from the surplus 
profits of past years, now amounting to over twelve 
millions of dollars. 

Alfonso Taft, of Ohio, has been appointed to fill the 
vacancy in the office of the Secretary of War, and en- 
tered upon the discharge of its duties. 

Daniel Drew, a prominent New York stock broker, 
has failed with liabilities stated to be over one million 
of dollars. 

Adjutant General Townsend has instructed the U.S. 
commanding officer of the Rio Grande to prevent revo- 
lutionary movements along the Texas border, and to 
arrest, disarm and intern any troops crossing the line 
from Mexico. 

A very destructive storm passed over the northern 
parts of Illinois, and parts of Missouri, Wisconsin and 
lowa, on the 10th inst. In the mining town of Hazel 
Green, Wis., containing about 1000 inhabitants, a num- 
|ber of frame houses were destroyed by a tornado, and 
several persons were killed. Considerable injury was 
also done to other small settlements in its path. 

On the 8th inst., a curious phenomenon is reported 
to have taken place in Bath Co., Ky. Over an area of 
a few acres, a substance resembling flesh was observed 
to fall, which hogs and chickens eagerly devoured. 
Prof. J. Lawrence Smith, to whom a specimen was sent 
for analysis, says: “In my mind this matter gives in- 
dication of being the dried spawn of Batrachian rep- 
tiles—doubtless that of frogs. They have been trans-| ~~~~~ 
ported from the ponds and swampy grounds by cur- 
rents of wind =r have ultimately fallen on the spot 


mixed, 61 cts. 





WESTTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL. 

The Summer Session opens on Second-day, Fifth 
mo. Ist, 1876. 

Parents and others intending to send pupils tothe 
Institution, are requested to make timely application 
to Bensamin W. Passmore, Sup’t., (address Stret 
Road P. O., Chester Co., Pa.,) or to CHARLES J. ALLES, 
Treasurer, 304 Arch St., Philadelphia. 





TRACT ASSOCIATION OF FRIENDS. 
The Annual Meeting of the Association will be held 
in the Committee-room of Arch Street Meeting-hous, 
on Fourth-day, the 29th inst., at 8 o’clock, P. M. 
Friends generally are invited to attend. 
Epwarp Maris, Clerk. 





WESTTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL. 
Wanted, a Teacher for the Boys’ Primary School at 
Westtown. A female preferred. Apply to ' 
Samuel Bettle, No. 149 N. Tenth St., Phila 
Thomas P. Cope, Germantown, 
Sarah A. Richie, No. 444 N. Fifth St., Phila 
Hannah Evans, No. 322 Union St., ' 





WESTTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL. 
Wanted, a Teacher for the Girls’ Mathematical 
School, to enter on her duties at the opening of 
Summer Session. Application may be made to 
Lydia L. Walton, Moorestown, N. J. 
Deborah Rhoads, Haddonfield, “ 
Susan E. Comfort, Knox St., Germantown, 
Martha D. Allen, 528 Pine St., Philadelphia. 
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~ WILLIAM H. PILE, PRINTER, 
No. 422 Walnut Street. 





$1.35 to $1.50. Yellow corn, 55 to 59 cts.; westem | 
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